How a Web Site Can Help Your Lodge

by John Bicket & Andy Martin

Why do you want to get your lodge on the Web? What makes this
medium of communication so useful? Well, more than one person can
access the same information at the same time, and some pages have a
thousand people visiting per hour. It can be used to display text, pic-
tures, sound clips, or video. It is not very expensive to browse or to cre-
ate information for the Web. Unlike a paper document, information can
be changed in seconds. Information on the Web is available to the
entire world, and writing Web pages is not that difficult.

If you are interested in creating a Web site for your lodge, there are
many resources you can consult. You can buy a book to help you or
borrow one from the library. A good book to get is Laura Lemay’s
Teach Yourself Web Publishing in a Week.

You can find a lot of information on the Web itself: Try
http://help.netscape.com/links.html and follow the links from the
“Creating Web Pages” list, or visit the Microsoft site at
http://www.microsoft.com. The most important place to find help is
from your fellow lodge members. Although Web publishing is quite
new, you will be surprised at how many people know something about
building Web pages. Once you start asking, you will probably find a lot
of “local talent” willing to help you get started.

The Central Region recently issued a challenge to all lodges and
sections within the Great Midwest to design and maintain an Internet
homepage by the end of the calendar year. Each homepage should
showcase the area’s customs and traditions as well as serve as a refer-
ence guide to assist visitors in finding out more about officers, advisers,
and upcoming events.

To obtain a list of lodges that have Web sites, you can contact
http://gwis2.circ.gwu.edu/~dpillie/oa/index.html. %

OA WEB SITE UNVEILED: You can now get the latest information
on the 1998 National OA Conference or view this and past editions
of the National Bulletin on the Web. Just point your browser to
http://www.oa-bsa.org.
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